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The Minbar of Saladin: Reconstructing a Jewel of Islamic Art

The Minbar of Saladin: Reconstructing a Jewel of Islamic Art
The story of how this magnificent | amic treasure was painstakingly reconstructed under the aegis of
the Jordanian royal family.

Early one morning in August 1969 a firebomb was set off in the al-Agsa mosque in the heart of one of the
holiest placesin Jerusalem. A devastating blaze soon engulfed the thousand-year-old building, severely
damaging the interior.

When the firemen had put out the flames, a sodden pile of ashes was discovered, al that remained of one of
the jewels of Islamic art—the Minbar of Saladin. An extraordinary piece of craftsmanship, the Minbar, or
pulpit, had been installed by Saladin in the mosque on his triumphant recapture of Jerusalem from the
Crusadersin 1187. Made of 16,000 pieces of intricately carved wood, adorned with ivory and ebony, it was
widely acknowledged as a pinnacle of |slamic design and woodcarving.

This book on the Minbar's reconstruction tells of the quest to fathom the principles of Islamic sacred
geometry and to decipher how the Minbar's complex patterns were created. This was followed by a
worldwide search for materials and for craftsmen who still possessed the necessary skills—skills that had
seemed lost in today's world of mass production and modern technology.

The book also illustrates the work of the Prince of Wales's School of Traditional Artsin London and the
College of Traditional Islamic Arts & Architecture in a-Salt, Jordan, where many of the crafts for which
Islamic art and architecture are celebrated are being revived.

Published to accompany the documentary film Stairway to Heaven, narrated by Kenneth Branagh.

Forewords by HRH The Prince of Wales and HRH Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad of Jordan. 200 illustrations,
170 in color.
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From reader reviews:
Donna Cook:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
thiskind of aren't like that. This The Minbar of Saladin: Reconstructing a Jewel of Islamic Art book is
readable by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer regarding The Minbar of Saladin: Reconstructing a Jewel of Islamic Art content conveys objective
easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different asit. So, do you even now thinking The Minbar of Saladin: Reconstructing a Jewel of Islamic Art
isnot loveable to be your top list reading book?

Samara Reed:

That guide can make you to fedl relax. That book The Minbar of Saladin: Reconstructing a Jewel of Islamic
Art was vibrant and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book The Minbar of Saladin:
Reconstructing a Jewel of Islamic Art has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading in which.

Donald Warren:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading'sinternal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library.
They go to there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photographs on there. Y eah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on thistime, many waysto get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Minbar of Saladin: Reconstructing a Jewel of 1slamic
Art can make you sense more interested to read.

Christopher Gaobert:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individua has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your abject. One of them is this The Minbar of
Saladin: Reconstructing a Jewel of Islamic Art.
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