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Food is not just a physical necessity but also a composite commodity. It is part of a communication system, a
nonverbal medium for expression, and a marker of special events. Bringing together contributions from
fourteen historians, anthropologists, sociologists, and literary critics, Volume XXVIII of Studies in
Contemporary Jewry presents various viewpoints on the subtle and intricate relations between Jews and their
foodways. The ancient Jewish community ritualized and codified the sphere of food; by regulating specific
and detailed culinary laws, Judaism extended and accentuated food's cultural meanings. Modern Jewry is no
longer defined exclusively in religious terms, yet a decrease in the role of religion, including kashrut
observance, does not necessarily entail any diminishment of the role of food. On the contrary, as shown by
the essays in this volume, choices of food take on special importance when Jewish individuals and
communities face the challenges of modernity.

Following an introduction by Sidney Mintz and concluding with an overview by Richard Wilk, the
symposium essays lead the reader from the 20th century to the 21st, across Europe, the Middle East, Africa,
and North America. Through periods of war and peace, voluntary immigrations and forced deportations,
want and abundance, contemporary Jews use food both for demarcating new borders in rapidly changing
circumstances and for remembering a diverse heritage.

Despite a tendency in traditional Jewish studies to focus on "high" culture and to marginalize "low" culture,
Jews and Their Foodways demonstrates how an examination of people's eating habits helps to explain
human life and its diversity through no less than the study of great events, the deeds of famous people, and
the writings of distinguished rabbis.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Tucker:

The book Jews and Their Foodways (Studies in Contemporary Jewry) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Jews and Their
Foodways (Studies in Contemporary Jewry)? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all
of these. Book Jews and Their Foodways (Studies in Contemporary Jewry) has simple shape however you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Jackie Caldwell:

The experience that you get from Jews and Their Foodways (Studies in Contemporary Jewry) may be the
more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Jews and Their Foodways (Studies in Contemporary
Jewry) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Jews
and Their Foodways (Studies in Contemporary Jewry) instantly.

Leslie Woodson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer may be Jews and Their Foodways (Studies in Contemporary Jewry) why because the
amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.

Richard Powe:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Jews and Their Foodways (Studies in
Contemporary Jewry) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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