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In books such as Mystics and Messiahs, Hidden Gospels, and The Next Christendom, Philip Jenkins has
established himself as a leading commentator on religion and society. Now, in Dream Catchers, Jenkins
offers a brilliant account of the changing mainstream attitudes towards Native American spirituality, once
seen as degraded spectacle, now hailed as New Age salvation.
While early Americans had nothing but contempt for Indian religions, deploring them as loathsome devil
worship and snake dancing, white Americans today respect and admire Native spirituality. In this book,
Jenkins charts this remarkable change, highlighting the complex history of white American attitudes towards
Native religions from colonial times to the present. Jenkins ranges widely, considering everything from the
19th-century American obsession with "Hebrew Indians" and Lost Tribes, to the early 20th-century cult of
the Maya as bearers of the wisdom of ancient Atlantis, to films like Pocahontas and Dances With Wolves. He
looks at the popularity of the Carlos Castaneda books, the writings of Lynn Andrews, and the influential
works of Frank Waters, and he explores the New Age paraphernalia found in places like Sedona, Arizona,
including dream-catchers, crystals, medicine bags, and Native-themed Tarot cards. Jenkins examines the
controversial New Age appropriation of Native sacred places; notes that many "white Indians" see
mainstream society as religiously empty; and asks why a government founded on religious freedom tried to
eradicate native religions in the last century--and what this says about how we define religion.
An engrossing account of our changing attitudes towards Native spirituality, Dream Catchers offers a
fascinating introduction to one of the more interesting aspects of contemporary American religion.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Gibson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they
consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Dream Catchers: How Mainstream America Discovered Native Spirituality.

Frank Lantz:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Dream Catchers: How Mainstream America
Discovered Native Spirituality is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Joel Kiser:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon.
The Dream Catchers: How Mainstream America Discovered Native Spirituality offer you a new experience
in reading through a book.

Sam Dickson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Dream Catchers: How
Mainstream America Discovered Native Spirituality.
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