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Brooklyn, NY to Bocaiúva, Brazil: A Peace Corps Love Story tells the story of the unlikely chain of
circumstances, in the United States and Brazil, which lead Frank and Lena to meet and fall in love. The
author traces these circumstances all the way back to his childhood in the East New York neighborhood of
Brooklyn, where he experiences the closeness of his extended Jewish family and the warmth of Puerto
Ricans with whom his father comes into contact. A homestay with a family in Mexico in 1964 as part of his
undergraduate major in Spanish, heightens his fascination with Latin American culture. Frank tells in a
lighthearted manner of his adventures and attempts to overcome timidity with girls while traveling in Mexico
and in Europe and as grad student and then part-time hippie in Berkeley, California in 1966 and early 1967.
When his student deferment ends, Frank risks being drafted and sent to Vietnam, while living the moment of
California Dreaming and free love. Finally, in May, 1967, Frank is obligated to take the physical exam for
military service. Just in time, Frank receives an invitation from the Peace Corps to serve in Brazil. Arriving
in Carandaí, Brazil during the rainy season, Frank has to deal with culture shock and loneliness at night and
then sleeping with bedbugs in the ¨Vulture´s Palace¨. The rains end, but he can only reach out to rural
communities by bicycle or on horseback. In 1968 he struggles to organize school garden projects; but a
school construction project and his discovery of life-threatening problems of internal parasites, motivate him
to mobilize rural communities and town leaders. However the news of the assassination of Martin Luther
King and Bobby Kennedy and the tensions of political turbulence in the context of the Vietnam War and
Brazil’s military dictatorship leave Frank shocked, angry and alone. Frank works hard on his projects to
overcome these frustrations. Then, in early 1969, unusual circumstances lead to Frank´s meeting Lena while
waiting in line at a James Bond movie. Frank feels it´s love at first sight, but Lena´s Catholic religion, anti-
Americanism and the distance of her hometown could be major obstacles to a serious relationship.
Nevertheless, Frank asks Lena to marry him just twelve days after they meet and they are married just three
months later. The young couple moves to New York, where Lena first meets Frank’s Jewish family.
Immediately, they must cope with the stress of Lena’s culture shock and the nightmare that Frank could still
be drafted and sent to Vietnam. In 1970 the family moves to Massachusetts and Frank begins work with the
Federal government´s regional anti-poverty agency in Boston. The young couple begins to raise a family. In
early 1980, circumstances in the United States and Brazil lead Frank to abandon the security of his
government career and move back to Brazil. The Rothman family faces new challenges in yet another
chapter of their life in two countries and two cultures.
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From reader reviews:

James Donovan:

With other case, little persons like to read book Brooklyn, NY to Bocaiúva, Brazil: A Peace Corps Love
Story. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important
the book Brooklyn, NY to Bocaiúva, Brazil: A Peace Corps Love Story. You can add expertise and of course
you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful
thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It
is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Melanie Moore:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Brooklyn, NY to Bocaiúva,
Brazil: A Peace Corps Love Story book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Dixie Love:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Brooklyn, NY to Bocaiúva, Brazil:
A Peace Corps Love Story is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Donald Purcell:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Brooklyn, NY to Bocaiúva, Brazil: A
Peace Corps Love Story to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book
and go through it. Beside that the book Brooklyn, NY to Bocaiúva, Brazil: A Peace Corps Love Story can to
be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their
time.
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