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Ellen Muehlberger explores the diverse and inventive ideas Christians held about angels in late antiquity.
During the fourth and fifth centuries, Christians began experimenting with new modes of piety, adapting
longstanding forms of public authority to Christian leadership and advancing novel ways of cultivating body
and mind to further the progress of individual Christians. Muehlberger argues that in practicing these new
modes of piety, Christians developed new ways of thinking about angels.

The book begins with a detailed examination of the two most popular discourses about angels that developed
in late antiquity. In the first, delineated by Christians cultivating certain kinds of ascetic practices, angels
were one type of being among many in a shifting universe, and their primary purpose was to guard and to
guide Christians. In the other, articulated by urban Christian leaders in contest with one another, angels were
morally stable characters described in the emerging canon of Scripture, available to enable readers to render
Scripture coherent with emerging theological positions. Muehlberger goes on to show how these two
discourses did not remain isolated in separate spheres of cultivation and contestation, but influenced one
another and the wider Christian culture. She offers in-depth analysis of popular biographies written in late
antiquity, of the community standards of emerging monastic communities, and of the training programs
developed to prepare Christians to participate in ritual, demonstrating that new ideas about angels shaped and
directed the formation of the definitive institutions of late antiquity.

Angels in Late Ancient Christianity is a meticulous and thorough study of early Christian ideas about angels,
but it also offers a different perspective on late ancient Christian history, arguing that angels were central
rather than peripheral to the emergence of Christian institutions and Christian culture in late antiquity.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Sanchez:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you
just read you can spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book Angels in Late Ancient Christianity it is
very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high
quality.

Verna Riddle:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Angels in Late Ancient Christianity your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The Angels
in Late Ancient Christianity giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful info for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning
a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Jennifer Johnson:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Angels in Late Ancient Christianity was vibrant
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Angels in Late Ancient Christianity has
many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan
you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored,
any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading
that.

Ella McCoy:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Angels in Late Ancient Christianity can make you really feel



more interested to read.
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