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Historians and social scientists have long identified bureaucracy as the modern state's foundation and the
reign of France's Louis X1V asamodé for its development. A World of Paper offers afresh interpretation of
bureaucracy through a close examination of the department of the Sun King's last foreign secretary, Jean-
Baptiste Colbert de Torcy. Torcy, who served as foreign secretary from 1696-1715, iswidely regarded as
one of the most brilliant foreign ministers of the ancien regime. Building on the work of his predecessors, he
fashioned a skilled team of collaborators as he managed the complex issues of war and peace during the
turbulent final decades of Louis X1V's reign. John Rule and Ben Trotter examine Torcy's department to
depict administrative structures as they emerged through the circulating stream of paper that connected his
office with provincial administrators and diplomats abroad. They explore the collection and centralization of
information during Torcy's tenure through the creation of a modern state archive, discreet intelligence
gathering, and the surveillance and management of the French mails. They also study the postal carriers,
couriers, household officers of the royal court, geneal ogists hired for research, and an informal "brain trust"
of experts, and advisors who carried vital information in and out of the department every day. A remarkable
reconstruction of the department of Jean-Baptiste Colbert de Torcy, A World of Paper demystifies
bureaucracy and explores the ways in which the modern information state devel oped from his labours.
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From reader reviews:
L ois Huseby:

The reserve untitled A World of Paper: Louis X1V, Colbert de Torcy, and the Rise of the Information Stateis
the reserve that recommended to you to study. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown
to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article writer was did alot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you
is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of A World of Paper: Louis X1V, Colbert de Torcy, and
the Rise of the Information State from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Sherri King:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read.
If you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled A World of Paper: Louis XIV, Colbert de Torcy,
and the Rise of the Information State can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Susan Bannister:

This A World of Paper: Louis X1V, Colbert de Torcy, and the Rise of the Information State is great guide for
you because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can
declare no rambling sentencesin it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having A World of Paper: Louis XIV, Colbert de Torcy, and the Rise of the
Information State in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So, this
really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

David Gilbert:

Beside this A World of Paper: Louis X1V, Colbert de Torcy, and the Rise of the Information State in your
phone, it can give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you will got hereis fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have A World of Paper: Louis X1V, Colbert de Torcy, and the
Rise of the Information State because this book offersto you readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring



beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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