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This book is a study of polyandry, wife-selling, and a variety of related practices in China during the Qing
dynasty (1644-1912). By analyzing over 1200 legal cases from local and central court archives, Matthew
Sommer explores the functions played by marriage, sex, and reproduction in the survival strategies of the
rural poor under conditions of overpopulation, worsening sex ratios, and shrinking farm sizes. Polyandry and
wife-selling represented opposite ends of a spectrum of strategies. At one end, polyandry was a means to
keep the family together by expanding it. A woman would bring in a second husband in exchange for his
help supporting her family. In contrast, wife sale was a means to survive by breaking up a family: a husband
would secure an emergency infusion of cash while his wife would escape poverty and secure a fresh start
with another man.

Even though Qing law prohibited both practices under the rubric “illicit sexual relations,” Sommer shows
how magistrates charged with propagating and enforcing a fundamentalist Confucian vision of female
chastity tried to cope with their social reality in the face of daunting poverty. This contradiction illuminates
both the pragmatism of routine adjudication and the increasingly dysfunctional nature of the dynastic state in
the face of mounting social crisis. By casting a spotlight on the rural poor and the experiences of both men
and women, Sommer provides an alternative to the standard paradigms of women’s history that have long
dominated scholarship on gender and sexuality in late imperial China.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Porter:

This Polyandry and Wife-Selling in Qing Dynasty China: Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions is
great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal
with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using
great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly
you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging
core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Polyandry and Wife-Selling in Qing Dynasty
China: Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt that will?

Richard Forbes:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Polyandry and
Wife-Selling in Qing Dynasty China: Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions which is finding the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Mary Norman:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to
around the world. By the book Polyandry and Wife-Selling in Qing Dynasty China: Survival Strategies and
Judicial Interventions we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative
person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Polyandry and Wife-Selling in Qing Dynasty China:
Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions. You can more inviting than now.

Barry Trusty:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Polyandry and Wife-Selling in Qing
Dynasty China: Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions to make your current reading is interesting.
Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to
make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st



opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Polyandry and Wife-Selling
in Qing Dynasty China: Survival Strategies and Judicial Interventions can to be your brand-new friend when
you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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